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TOEFL iBT Listening Idioms Test 19

Instructions: Choose the best answer for each of the following questions.

ID Questions
1 odds and ends

( ) balance a budget
( ) immediately
( ) become friendly especially at a first meeting
( ) small, miscellaneous items

2 an old hand at
( ) an experienced person
( ) be noticeable
( ) be clear, be obvious
( ) balance a budget

3 on edge
( ) become less severe, quiet down
( ) meet unexpectedly, run into
( ) in an improved condition
( ) nervous

4 on end
( ) disassemble
( ) consecutively, without a break days on end, for

example
( ) face to face not by telephone, letter, etc.
( ) be late, be in a hurry

5 on hand
( ) easily available
( ) not have
( ) have something one cannot get rid of
( ) congratulate oneself

6 on needles and pins
( ) be noticeable
( ) not understandable a joke, for example, obscure
( ) experience somewhat difficult or primitive conditions
( ) nervous, anxious

7 on one’s own
( ) learn, discover
( ) be very busy, have a challenging job
( ) take a more direct or faster route than usual
( ) independent

8 on second thought



2

( ) after reconsidering
( ) generally, customarily
( ) continue
( ) discuss

9 on the go
( ) assemble
( ) cancel
( ) resemble, look like especially an older relative
( ) always busy, always moving

10 on the tip of one’s tongue
( ) say something is impossible, eliminate
( ) almost able to remember
( ) in no way, not at all
( ) repair, renovate
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Answer Sheet:

Question A B C D
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.    
6.    
7.    
8.    
9.    
10.    
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Keys:
1. D
2. A
3. D
4. B
5. A
6. D
7. D
8. A
9. D
10. B


